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The fascinating and beautiful Measure for Measure contains some of 
Shakespeare’s greatest poetry while raising surprisingly contemporary 
questions about political power and sexual morality. Critics have sometimes 
struggled with it, as it resists standard schemes of classification as tragedy 
or comedy. Nevertheless, directors and actors have loved it, and you will too. 
(It inspired Alfred, Lord Tennyson to write his “Mariana,” which we will 
consider as an additional way to appreciate the bard’s art.) Thematically, consider as an additional way to appreciate the bard’s art.) Thematically, 
Shakespeare takes up a deep question about the nature of true justice, all 
along making us laugh despite the deadly serious nature of the topic. On the 
final day we’ll watch and discuss a 1979 film version, starring Tim Pigott-
Smith and Kate Nelligan, directed by Desmond Davis.

William Flesch, PhD, is a professor of English at Brandeis, where he teaches 
courses on Shakespeare, on the history of poetry, and on film. He is the 
author of Comeuppance: Costly Signaling, Altruistic Punishment and Other 
Biological Components of Fiction, one of New Yorker book critic James Woods' 
books for 2008. He is the recipient of three teaching awards at Brandeis and 
Cornell and a National Endowment of the Humanities Fellowship. Billy has 
led nineteen previous Rapaporte Seminars – all to rave reviews.led nineteen previous Rapaporte Seminars – all to rave reviews.

Any edition of Measure for Measure. Instructor recommends Pelican edition. 

Description 

Readings

Instructor

Registration 

WINTER 2019
FACULTY SEMINAR

BOLLI Seasonal Members: $185
*General Public: $250 

*Annual members receive a 50% discount. 

Registration is first come first served. Space is limited.
Convenient parking available. 

To register, please visit www.brandeis.edu/BOLLI

LED BY

Billy Flesch
Professor of English

Questions?
Contact Lily Gardner

at 781-736-2992 or

lgardner@brandeis.edu

Sex, Lies, and Literature 
Measure for Measure 


